Vocabulary 3-2

22. Unicameral – One house legislature
23. Justice of the Peace – decides legal cases in small towns

24. County – largest territorial unit of a state

25. Special districts – districts designed to carry out a special function

26. Mayor – chief executive of a city

27. Mayor Council form – form of local government with a strong mayor and city council

28. City/Town Council – legislative branch of local government

29. County commissioners – leaders of county government

30. Sheriff – chief law enforcement officer of a county

31. Ordinance – another word for a law, specifically a city law

32. Town meeting – where citizens vote on local issues by a simple majority of the whole

33. Strong mayor system – system in which mayors have a great deal of power and authority

34. Weak mayor system – system in which the mayor does not have a great deal of power or authority

35. Home rule – the power of a city to write its own laws and manage its own affairs

36. Town – subdivision of a county

37. Municipality – another word for a city

38. Declaration of Rights – part of the NC Constitution which makes clear that the state should retain some sovereignty

39. Statutes – laws written by state governments

40. Women’s rights – rights given to women

41. District Courts – lowest courts in NC; hear misdemeanor cases and civil cases involving less than $10,000

42. Superior Courts – hear felony cases and civil cases involving more than $10,000

43. Courts of Appeals – hear all appeals from lower state courts except for first degree murder cases with death penalty sentences

44. NC Supreme Court – highest court in NC; hears all appeal cases from lower courts as well as first degree murder cases with a death penalty sentence

45. Council-Manager Form – form of city government that does not have a strong mayor
