Liberal vs. Conservative
A Guide to Discovering Your Political Philosophy

Read each question below and answer it with the choice which best fits the way you feel about the issue.  Remember that this is a self discovery into the general trends which categorize voters into political groupings.
1. Duties are more important than rights.

2. The heart is as good a guide as the head.

3. In every way, people are getting better and better.

4. Organized religion (churches) serves a very important role in society.

5. I think there should be fraternities and sororities in college.

6. I believe that most of the trouble that we find on this earth is due to “original sin.”

7. You can not change human nature.

8. The world is too complicated to be understood by anyone but experts.

9. People are getting soft and weak from so much babying, coddling, and not accepting responsibilities for themselves.

10. No matter what the people think, a few people will always run things anyway.

11. Few people really know what is in their best interest in the long run.

12. I believe that all people who have acquired titles (doctor, minister, mayor) should be addressed by that title.

13. I doubt that government has the capacity to give men more liberty.

14. The government should spend more money on education and welfare and less on the military.

15. People should not be allowed to criticize the government during a time of crisis like war.

16. A woman should be allowed to have an abortion if she wants to.
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17. The United States should stop giving money to foreign nations.

18. If people cannot find work, the government should step in and provide them with jobs.

19. Students in public schools need more discipline.  There should be dress codes and corporal punishments.

20. Capital punishment should be abolished because it is unfair to the poor.

21. If the United States is to grow and prosper, it will have to conserve energy and not build nuclear power plants because they are too dangerous.

22. The government should help the poor.

23. If the US suspected another country was going to attack it, it should try to negotiate peace with that country before it tries any military action.

24. Prisons should be improved upon so that prisoners can be rehabilitated.

25. Child care should be provided to all families that need it.

26. Americans should increase foreign aid to poor countries.

27. Homosexuals should have the same rights as anyone else.
28. Premarital sex is acceptable.

29. Marijuana should be legalized.

30. Greater efforts should be made by the government to eliminate sex discrimination.

31. More money should be spent on public schools.

32. People should be free to join whatever religious cult they want.

33. People should receive enough welfare to lead a decent life.

34. The United States needs a system of national health insurance.

35. The government should spend more money on the needs of the people.
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36. Rich people should pay a higher proportion of their income

 in taxes.
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37. The best way to help the poor is to give them adequate 

benefits and a good education.
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38. There should be laws to protect the environment from 

pollution.
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39. People are not responsible for their own behavior.  They are

 products of their environment
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40. The government should protect the consumer from shoddy 

products and unfair practices.
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41. The poor should pay no taxes.
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42. The government should promote more integration, affirmative

action, civil rights, and busing to help minorities.
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43. The government should build more housing for the poor.
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44. The most important occupation a person can hold is that of:

a. scientist
c. engineer

b. farmer

d. minister

45. In general, I feel that a natural class system is:


good

bad
46. Which is more important?




self control
self expression

47. In general, I am a(n)





optimist
pessimist

48. The most important function of the educational system is to:

a. encourage inquisitive minds

c. teach patriotism

b. help one discipline himself to learn
d. learn to share one’s ideas with others

49. If I were given the opportunity to go on a vacation, I would go to
a. tour Civil War battlefields

c. a river cruise up the Mississippi River

b. Law Vegas



d. Daytona Beach

50. If I were to build a home, I would prefer it to be:

a. a modern brick ranch style

c. would prefer to live in an apartment

b. a renovated farm house


d. really have no preference

51. The most important teacher is a teacher of 

a. math
b. science
c. english
d. history

52. Which are more important?


individual rights
community rights

53. Do you think it is possible for people to improve the world?
yes

no

54. If I had my choice, I would have lived in

a. the frontier days of California

c. the Chicago of the “Roaring Twenties”

b. the pre Civil War South


d. the Virginia of the late 1700s

