Vocabulary 3-1

1. Full Faith and Credit Clause – States must respect other states’ laws, court decisions, and records
2. Public hearing – Meeting for the public to express its views
3. Proposition – Political means to put an issue on the ballot for popular vote; a form of initiative
4. Constituents – Members of a voting district
5. Pork barrel projects – Government projects and grants that primarily benefit the home district or state
6. Private bills – Bills that only apply to an individual person, place, or group
7. Public bills – Bills that apply to the entire nation
8. PATRIOT Act – Legislation enacted in 2001 expanding the powers of law enforcement to investigate citizens
9. Executive order – Regulation from the president that has the power of law
10. Chief Executive – Role of the governor, making him/her the person most responsible for making sure the state’s laws are carried out, or enforced
11. Amnesty – A pardon to a group of people
12. National security – The most important goal of foreign policy; keeping our country safe from attack or harm
13. Government corporation – A type of business owned and operated by the government Ex) U.S. Postal Service
14. Civil service system – The practice of hiring government workers on the basis of open, competitive examinations and merit
15. Spoils system – Rewarding people with government jobs on the basis of their political support
16. Merit system – Hiring people into government jobs on the basis of their qualifications
17. Preamble to the NC Constitution – Explains why the NC Constitution was written
18. Governor – The head of the executive branch at the state level of government
19. Lottery – System used by some states to raise money for education
20. Zoning – The power to limit land use within certain areas
21. Lieutenant Governor – The person who succeeds the head of the executive branch at the state level; also, the president of the state senate
